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CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Dear Mr. Swan son: 

On June 20, 1983, FMC Corporation's Agricultural Chemical Group plant in 
Baltimore, Maryland received a letter dated June 15, 1983 from Region 
III of the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency, in which EPA Region 
III inquired as to certain information relative to the possible 
formation of dioxins at FMC's Baltimore plant in the course of 
manufacturing and handling practices over the years involving various 
organic chemicals. Among other things, EPA Region Ill's June 15, 1983 
letter requests submission within ten days of receipt of the Tetter of a 
written report on the status of discussions with EPA Region III or on 
other action relative to the matters set forth in the letter. By the 
present letter, we are providing the report thus requested. In doing 
so, however, we do not intend to express any opinion as to the 
applicability of the statutory provisions referenced in the first 
paragraph of EPA Region Ill's letter or to any other statutory 
requirement for such a report. In response to the information requested 
in Attachment II of EPA Region Ill's letter, we are in the process of 
reviewing our files. We will be in a better position to respond further 
to this request after this review and will be in contact with you by 
July 10, 1983. 

On Monday, June 20, 1983, a meeting was held at the Baltimore plant 
involving Peter Schaul and yourself from EPA Region III, myself and 
other FMC representatives, and representatives from your prime 
contractor (NUS Corporation), the City of Baltimore Health Department, 
and the State of Maryland Office of Environmental Programs. At that 
time there was an exchange of information concerning a product, 
Tetradifon ("Tedion"), manufacturing at FMC's Baltimore plant 
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between 1957 and 1970. During the course of the meeting, there were 
discussions concerning the product, its related manufacturing 
facilities, disposal of wastes in connection with the manufacture and 
handling of the product and EPA Region Ill's letter of June 15, 1983. 
The meeting concluded with a brief plant tour to identify possible 
locations for sampling. • 

On the following day, June 21 , 1983, the NUS Corporation representatives 
returned to.the plant and obtained twelve (12) split spoon core samples 
from various locations throughout the plant site. All samples were 
split with our plant laboratory personnel. 

It is bur understanding that NUS will analyze these samples for dioxins 
as well as for the 129 "priority pollutants" and that the results of 
such analyses will be available to us in approximately four to six 
weeks. 

If there are questions concerning this letter, or if additional 
information is required, please advise me (301/355-6400, Ext. 235). 

Yours very truly, 

D. W..Palmer 
Environmental Manager 

DWP:ct 

cc: El kins W. Dahle, Jr. 
City of Baltimore 
Health Department 
Bureau of Industrial Hygiene 
111 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

Art Caple -
Joseph Stang -
State of Maryland 
Office of Environmental Programs 
201W. Preston Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21201 



FMC Corporation 

Agricultural Chemical Group 
1701 East Patapsco Avenue Box 1616 
Baltimore Maryland 21203 
(301)355 6400 

July 7, 1983 

Mr. Neil Swanson 
Environmental Scientist 
Waste Enforcement Section 
Air and Waste Management Division (3AW22) 
United States Environmental Protection Agency 
Region III CERTIFIED MAIL 
6th and Walnut Streets RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 

Re: Response to EPA Region III 
Inquiry on Possible Formation of Dioxins 

Dear Mr. Swanson: 

This letter is to confirm my July 6th telephone conversation with Peter 
Schaul of EPA Region III. 

Because of the difficulty in attempting to locate and review informa
tion, some of which dates back twenty-five (25) years, we have requested 
and Mr. Shaul has agreed to an additional ten (10) days in which to 
respond to the request for information contained in EPA Region Ill's 
letter of June 15, 1983. 

If there are any questions in this regard, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

Sincerely yours, 

D. W. Palmer 
Environmental Manager 

DWP:ct 

cc: Peter Schaul - EPA Region III 
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JUN 15 1983 

Mr. Darryll W. Palmer 
Environmental-Manager 
FMC Corporation 
1701 E. Patapsco Avenue 
Baltimore, Mary! 21226 

RE: FMC Corporation, Baltimore, Maryland 

Dear Mr. Palmers 

This is a request ft* Sili. 
Environmental Protection Agency ( EPA )_wnicn tn^j^ Qf 

to evaluate the-E2£Sible release contaminants at the above 

^ro^ental Res^nse Co(Sp^'lV 

Clean'water Act § !<». 33^-S.C 11318 (1976 and Supp.^V ^ 

and 

imminent and substantial endangerment caused by hazardous 

wastes "and pollutants. 

n „ fi/ei vi fv's historyi manufacturing 
EPA has reviewedyour facili t^ a^c chelnicals ana/or pesticides 
processes and use at, there is a possibility that 
and* as a result oeiie bv-product of the§£_ 
rtimrin^ ™aY frave heen .T • T ITTHTP chemical 

intermediate^—^ ,!il ul uJul t - md *1-^ »• common 
materials and/or dioxins may be hazardous substances, 
contaminants*, mdudxng, dioxin Fu£thermore, those chemicals 
hazardous wastes or P°^^'anbr"may have been released to the 
may be present a*J*®."es' ortable under the Clean Water Act 

. «i4̂ .n̂ o?ntothrlfirj.rt 1 

le«use qflhe'serioufnature of potential diorin contamination. 



.  l n n -  r n  ^ ^ 4 - o r m - i n e  w h e t h e r  o r _ n o t  

e '̂ Ŝ̂ SSJSBSSS^SŜ '̂Z ̂  

samples from the facility. ;. 

you should notify EPA, in w^^er'you^are alrelly involveci in 
o? this letter de^ribtn, whether yoUaareoalriesY ^  ̂  & 
discussions with SPA,. stat*e or tinue that activity and 
in voluntary action. You ®^issio or that action in your 
letter "JlE^rSid??-^M.yoar letter to any other 
parties involved in those discussions. 

in addition to the investigation .^educted^by^EPA^the ̂ ency^ 

written, typed or otherwise. Ptodnoed^or^rj^ receipts, 

includes but is J'*1' triCts agreements, Manifests, 
correspondence, offers, ODoSais policies of insurance, 
licenses, permits, bi?s' * cla, notes, calendar or diary 
logs, minutes of meeting drawings, manuals, reports 
entries, charts. "SSggS; *££9^,, studies, 
of analysis, analytical_work inve8ttqation, telegrams, 
reports of scie^V^1Ja®es punCh cards, recording disk, computer 

'of""~this Tetter 

EPA regulations « °£, 
information are set forth in P ' a portion of the 
the Code of Federal Regulatron^ . ^ F ^ ^  a  confidentiality claim 
information submitted, Y° \ n 203(b) If EPA determines 

. In accordance with 40 C.F.Rj S ^(b) . £ criteria ?at forth 
that the information so des g . u-j\i be treated in 

in 40 c-p-R%|h2;a°c'FtRe part 2, Subpart 3. 'four failure to 

; ^b;!^ ®i"i^«t further notice.. 



^our reply to the request for information should be considered 
ssp^rate and distinct from that relating to participation in 
testing, sampling, or any subsequent response activites, if 
,required, at the site. Both replies should be addressed to: 

Mr. Neil Swanaon - * " 
Environmental Scientist 
Waste Enforcement Section- - 1 

Air and Waste Management Division (3AW22) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
6th & Walnut Streets 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106 

I£ you need further information on the nature and extent of 
releases or threatened releases you may contact Dr. Walter Lee, 
by phone at. (215) 597-9405. 

Si 

Sincerely yours, 




